
AP Seminar – Summer Assignment
Seckinger High School – Mrs. H. Lowe – SY 2022-2023

Welcome to Seckinger High School and AP Seminar! I am looking forward to spending the
2022-2023 school year with you in this first AP Capstone course. I am very excited about
this course for several reasons. One reason is that AP Seminar requires us to look at
meaningful topics through a variety of lenses. These lenses are scientific, environmental,
economic, political/historical, artistic/philosophical, and cultural/social. I predict we will all
come to realize that issues are much more complex than they seem when considered
through all these lenses. Another reason is that the course is founded on the QUEST
concept:

● Question and explore
● Understand and analyze arguments
● Evaluate multiple perspectives
● Synthesize ideas
● Team, transform, and transmit

All skills will serve you well in college, career, and life! I feel privileged to help you develop
these skills. This summer, you will complete three assignments. It is my hope that both the
content of the assignments (the information you will be reading), as well as the tasks will
serve to provide us with some common vocabulary and discussion points (not to mention a
little practice with the above-mentioned skills) as we begin the school year.

Note on Plagiarism: Please refer to the GCPS Student/Parent Handbook regarding the
district policy on Academic Dishonesty. This policy will be applied to any plagiarism for the
summer assignment. You will not receive credit for plagiarism because you did not do the
work. Furthermore, you may not make the assignment up. You may not use SparkNotes or
any other online or print materials to replace reading the actual book. This also means you
may not use information from these types of sources for your assignments (i.e. direct
quotes or paraphrasing). You may not use materials from  another student. Do not work
collaboratively on this assignment (Collaboration will and does have its place in this class.
However, I am working to prepare you for the AP Exam where no collaboration is allowed).
If you are having di�culties understanding the directions or the requirements of the
assignments, please email Ms. Lowe at hlowe275@gmail.com.



Assignments #1 & 2 – Summer Reading, Annotating & Analyzing -
A History of the World in 6 Glasses:

Due Date: Both assignments are due on the first day of school.

To begin, we will examine A History of the World in 6 Glasses by Tom Standage. You are
encouraged to purchase  your own copy, or you may check out one from the library. I
expect you to read the text, through the epilogue, prior to the start of the school year. While
reading, pay close attention to how the following themes (lenses) manifest throughout each
portion – Cultural & Social – Environmental – Scientific – Economic – Political & Historical
–  Artistic & Philosophical. Please be certain to annotate the text as you read. Use the
following to help you with the  annotations: Harvard - Interrogating Texts. I would also
recommend that you establish a system of tracking each of the lenses above as you go.
Perhaps create a spreadsheet on which you record them into sections, noting examples and
page numbers where they can be applied. The tracking is not a requirement but a strong
recommendation – you will not submit this as part of the assignment but you will be
responsible for this information for future discussions and  assignments, such as
Assignment 2 below.

Assignment 1: For the assignment, I will check your book annotations during the first days
of school, and you will  receive a grade for them. You will also have a Summative on this
book during the second week of school.

Assignment 2: Essay Prompt: Which drink had the most transformative impact? In the
essay, you will construct a specific thesis (argument) for your choice and within the essay
provide specific evidence from the book to support your thesis. You also must include a
counter argument for two other drinks (more information on counter arguments can be
found here: Writing a Counter Argument Paragraph

General Essay Requirements:
● Length: approximately 750-800 words (please have your word count at the end of your
paper)
● Papers should be submitted to eClass. Please make sure your paper is submitted correctly
in MLA format with a Works Consulted page.
● Plagiarism or cheating results in a zero.



Assignment #3 - Vocabulary Quizlet:

Due Date: Due by the end of the first week of school.

Create a Quizlet using the attached vocabulary terms. Be sure to  use the definition
provided on the list I am giving you (not Quizlet’s suggested definition). I expect that we will
all be able to use and understand the terms on day one of class. We will have a Summative
over them during the second  week of school, so be ready! We will be referring to these
terms frequently, so you need to have an understanding of what we are talking about by the
time you come to school on the first day. You will share the link to this Quizlet with me via
email: hlowe275@gmail.com Make sure the link works and I have access to your Quizlet.

Alignment- cohesion between the focus of inquiry, the method of collecting information,
the process of analysis of  information, and the conclusions made to increase
understanding of that focus
Argument-a claim or thesis that conveys a perspective developed through line of reasoning
and supported by evidence
Assumption- a belief regarded as true and often unstated
Author- the one who creates a work (e.g. article; research; study; foundational, literary, or
philosophical text; speech; broadcast, or personal account; artistic work or performance)
that conveys a perspective and can be examined
Bias- a personal opinion, belief or value that may influence one’s judgment, perspective, or
claim
Claim- a statement made about an issue that asserts a perspective
Commentary- discussion and analysis of evidence in relation to the claim which may
identify patterns, describe trends, and/or explain relationships
Complex issue- issue involving many facets or perspectives that must be understood in
order to address it
Concession- acknowledgment and acceptance of an opposing or di�erent view
Conclusion- understanding the resulting from the analysis of evidence
Context-the intent, audience, purpose, bias, situatedness, and/or background (larger
environment) of a source or reference
Conventions- the stylistic features of writing (e.g. grammar, usage, mechanics)
Counter argument- an opposing perspective, idea, or theory supported by evidence
Credibility- the degree to which a source is believable and trustworthy
Cross-curricular- goes beyond the traditional boundary of a single content area or
discipline
Deductive- a type of reasoning that constructs general propositions that are supported
with evidence
Evidence- information (e.g. data, quotations, excerpts from text) used as proof to support a
claim or thesis



Fallacy- evidence or reasoning that is false or in error
Implication- a possible future e�ect or result
Inductive- a type of reasoning that presents cases or evidence that lead to a logical
conclusion
Inquiry- a process for seeking truth, information, or knowledge through a study, research
investigation, or artistic endeavor/work
Interdisciplinary- involving two or more areas of knowledge
Issue- important problem for debate or discussion
Lens- a filter through which an issue or topic is considered or examined
Limitation- a boundary or point at which an argument or generalization is no longer valid
Line of reasoning- arrangement of claims and evidence that lead to a conclusion
Literature- the foundational and current texts of a field or discipline of study
Perspective- a point of view conveyed through an argument
Point of view- a position or standpoint on a topic or issue
Primary source- an original source of information about a topic (e.g. study, artifact, data
set, interview, article)
Qualification- a condition or exception
Qualitative- having to do with text, narrative, or descriptions
Rebuttal- contradicting an opposing perspective by providing alternate, more convincing
evidence
Refutation- disproving an opposing perspective by providing counterclaims and
counterevidence
Reliability- the extent to which something can be trusted to be accurate
Resolution- the act of solving a problem or dispute
Sca�olding- the provision of temporary structured support for students to aid skill
development
Secondary source- a commentary about one or more primary sources that provides
additional insight, opinions, and/or  interpretation about the primary source, data, study,
or artifacts
Sequencing- the organization of curriculum content into an order which progresses from
simple to more complex
Solution- a means of answering a question or addressing a problem or issue
Text- something composed (e.g. articles; research studies; foundational, literary, and
philosophical texts; speeches; broadcasts, and personal accounts; artistic works and
performances) that conveys a perspective and can be examined
Thesis- a claim or position on an issue put forward and supported by evidence
Tone- the way in which an author expresses an attitude about his or her topic or subject
through rhetorical choices
Validity- the extent to which an argument or claim is logical
Vocal variety- changing vocal characteristics (e.g. pitch, volume, speed) in order to
emphasize ideas, convey emotion  or opinion, or achieve other specific purposes


